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Obstacles 


By MARTIN JASICKI 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Despite growing odds and continued lack of support 
from Mayor P. Pete Chalos, efforts to secure the Richard 
M. Nixon Presidential Library for Terre Haute are 
continuing. 

Local businessman Richard Eldred, who is spearhead- 
ing the campaign, has maintained his optimism about 
bringing the library to Terre Haute, even though cities 
across the country, including some in Nixon’s native 
California, are lining up to be host for the former 
president’s controversial documents. 

After claiming the library will bring up to $20 million 
annual revenue to the city from tourists, Eldred said he 
received support from other businessmen as well as from 
the Terre Haute Area Chamber of Commerce, which is 
currently assessing the community’s reaction to the 
proposal. 

“We have gotten more letters of support, but we still 
have our work ahead of us,” Eldred said. 

Ross Hedges, Chamber of Commerce president, said 
he couldn't talk about “what odds we have of getting the 
library,” but confirmed he forwarded a letter to officials 
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in Washington, D.C., about steps for applying to host the 
library. 

‘We haven’t received an answer yet,” Hedges said. 
‘Our next step will be to proceed by phone. We are also 
trying to get a feel of the community’s pulse.” 

Eldred said he has received no official word from 
Nixon spokesmen about where the library would be 
located if it came to Terre Haute. In a telephone 
interview, Kathy O’Connor, a member of Nixon’s New 
York City staff, told the Tribune that several com- 
munities are interested in hosting the library, and that 
Nixon was currently looking over the possibility of 
applications from the West Coast. She would not name 
potential hosts, but noted, “There is a long list.” 

“I couldn’t tell you what the odds are of any communi- 
ty getting the library, because there has been no official 
word,” Ms. O’Connor said. l 

“The president has heard of Terre Haute and knows 
where it is,” she added. 

An editorial in Sunday’s Tribune-Star asked readers 
whether they favored or objected to Terre Haute hosting 
the library. Eldred said the response has been about 2- 
to-l1 in favor of the proposal, with about 70 letters 
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received. 

“I am still very optimistic,” Eldred said. ‘‘Most of the 
negative views are strictly emotional. They just don’t 
want it here because it’s his.” 

He admitted some of the negative mail has been 
“rough,” but hasn’t discouraged him from continuing his 
efforts to bring the library to Terre Haute. 

Eldred is currently reviewing a 64-page report listing 
the criteria needed for a community to host a presidential 
library. He is also in the process of forming a local six- 
member Nixon Library committee and printing up 
buttons which read: ‘‘The Richard Nixon Library — Why 
Not Terre Haute?” 

Despite his enthusiasm, Eldred has yet to gain an 
outpouring of support from influential local leaders, 
including Mayor Chalos and Richard Landini, Indiana 
State University president. 

Both Chalos and Landini have expressed doubt about 
the project’s success, and are unwilling to make a 
commitment, unless, as Landini has said: ‘‘... They dump 
it on my doorstep along with $10 mil ion a year.” 

Chalos has questioned Eldred's statistics reg 
anticipated revenue of the library, and v 


taxpayers would have to pay to have the library built. 
Eldred has maintained his revenue statistics are based on 
figures released from other presidential library sites and 
that the $20 million is a ‘‘conservative’’ estimate. 

He also claims the cost for construction would likely 
come from nationwide doners, but admitted some com- 
munities have offered to float a bond issue 

Landini was quoted in the university’s student news- 
paper as saying he would like to see Terre Haute get the 
library because it would be an ‘‘invaluable resource to 
historians, political scientists, sociologists, and cultural 
anthropologists.” However, he doubted the local area 
would be awarded the library, saying: “It is as remote 
as me becoming an astronaut tomorrow afternoon.” 

Undaunted by seemingly growing odds, Eldred re- 
mains hopeful. 

“When you talk about the World’s Fair, people say 
‘Why Knoxville, Tennessee?” Eldred said. “Knoxville 
got the site because a local banker asked for it and went 
after it. It shows that an individual’s efforts can pay off 
if it gets the backing of the community. _ 

“The same thing could happen with the Nixon Library. 
It would have a great economic impact here. 
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benefit, fund questions 


By DONNA CHRISTENBERRY 
Staff Writer 

If the Nixon library were to locate 
in Terre Haute, local community 
leaders have wondered how its opera- 
tion would be funded and what benefit 
would come of its presence. 

Admittedly, financing the construc- 
tion of the library would be the first 
big hurdle. But after that, a presiden- 
tial library is a far bigger boon to a 
community than a burden, according 
to the directors of several presiden- 
tial libraries contacted by the Trib- 
une. 

Once a library is built, it is run by 
the National Archives office in Wash- 
ington, and all bills are paid by the 
General Services Administration. 
That includes employee salaries, 
maintenance, utilities, heating and 
other expenses. 

Those facts were confirmed with 
several sources, including Director 
Don Wilson of the Gerald Ford Li- 
brary in Ann Arbor, Mich.; Director 
Dan Fenn of. the John F. Kennedy 
library in Boston; Director John 
Wickham of the Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower library in Abilene, Kan., and 
Jill Merrill in the National Archives 
office in Washington. 

As for impact, ‘‘Local people say 
the Truman library has been a plus in 
terms of visitors and has added a 
cultural dimension,” said Director 
Ben Zobrist of that facility in Inde- 
pendence. He said that 210,000 vis- 
itors used the library in 1981. 
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“The impact has been large,” 
Wickham reported. The Eisenhower 
library had 200,000 visitors last year, 
but Wickham noted that figure was 
down from previous years because of 
increased gas prices. 

Fenn reported that the Kennedy 
library, which is located in an out-of- 
the-way spot in Boston, attracted 
400,000 visitors in 198]. 

The newest presidential library, 
the Ford in Ann Arbor, is unique in 
having the library split from the 
museum. The library is on land 
donated by the University of Michi- 
gan; the museum section is in Grand 
Rapids in accordance with the former 
President's wishes. 

"Extremely so,” said Wilson, when 
asked if residents of the two cities 
were in favor of the facilities. “The 
museum has had a great impact on 
revitalizing the downtown area. It has 
brought in quite a few visitors and 
tourists.” 

The development coordinator for 
Grand Rapids, Walter Sowles, agreed 
emphatically. ‘‘There’s no question 
about the rejuvenation of the down- 
town area,” he stated. Sowles said 
the museum, along with other public 
facilities built in the downtown area, 
“prompted the private sector to in- 
vest. We used to have a lot of empty 
stores downtown, and we don’t any- 
more.” 

Original projections for museum 
visitors proved to be too low, said 


— Sowles. 
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By DONNA CHRISTENBERRY 
Staff Writer 

According to a spokeswoman for 
Richard Nixon’s office in New York, 
- no definite plans have yet been made 
for the former President’s library; 
those involved in the project are 
looking at several different places. 

Terre Haute is thus a possibility 
and Indiana State University is one 
segment of the Terre Haute com- 
munity that businessman Richard 
Eldred has approached concerning 
the idea of locating the library here. 

Eldred is seeking to know whether 
the board of trustees would be in- 
terested in having the library on ISU 
land. He has left information with one 
board member. 

ISU President Richard Landini 
noted that ISU owns 90 acres near the 
Wabash River, although 60 are in the 
flood plain. But he was cautious about 
the Nixon library and said ISU has no 
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Nixon library still a possibi 


official position. “I need to have 
something in front of me to see. It has 
not yet been taken to the faculty or 
administration because no issue ex- 
ists.” 

“The question is where would the 
money come from to build the li- 
brary. We need to have money in 
hand” before the idea is considered, 
said Robert Clouse, professor of his- 
tory and chairman of the Faculty 
Senate. 

Charles Ainlay, president of the 
ISU board of trustees, stated that ISU 
did not have funds for construction. 

However, once a presidential li- 
brary is constructed, all operating 
costs such as salaries, utilities, and 
maintenance are taken over by the 
General Services Administration and 
the libraries are run by the National 
Archives office in Washington, ac- 
cording to Jill Merrill, public rela- 
tions director for the archives. 
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That fact “makes the topic more 
attractive,” said Landini, stating that 
ISU could not afford to support such 
a library. 

The Nixon papers would be “an 
invaluable resource for historians, 
political-science students” and oth- 
ers, the ISU president admitted. 

“Politically, it could be con- 
troversial,” said Ainlay. “‘But the 
university does not need to take a 
political stand.” 

Landini echoed that opinion, stat- 
ing, “The university is above and not 
a part of politics.” 

Speaking from a personal view- 
point, Ainlay said, “I can see distinct 
benefits for ISU and the community, 
especially if it is located on or close 
to campus. A presidential library 
does afford great opportunities for 
research and one would add con- 
siderably to research done at ISU. 

“It would add to Terre Haute in 
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terms of tourism.” 

Five presidential libraries were 
contacted by the Tribune, and univer- 
sities have played a role in three of 
those. 

Land for the John F. Kennedy 
library in Boston, Mass., was donated 
to the federal government by the 
University of Massachusetts. Like- 
wise, land for the Gerald R. Ford 
library was donated to the govern- 
ment by the University of Michigan in 
Ann Arbor; money was also donated 
for part of construction costs. 

The Lyndon B. Johnson library in 
Austin, Texas, was entirely con- 
structed by the University of Texas 
on university property. UT retained 
ownership of the land and the library 


is considered a campus building. 


Even though the university retained 
ownership, all operating costs of the 
library are still paid for by the Gener- 
al Services Administration. 
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By MARTIN JASICKI 
Staff Writer i 

After nearly a year of spearheading the drive, a 
local businessman is abandoning his effort to bring 
the Nixon Library to Terre Haute. At the same time, 
Indianapolis officials have begun a little-publicized 
campaign to procure the library to their community. 

Richard Eldred said he Still hopes Terre Haute 
will be considered as a site to host the controversial 
former president's memorabilia, but. admits the 
issue is “realistically a dead horse.” 

He said the lack of a firm commitment by Terre’ 
Haute officials, especially Mayor P. Pete Chalos, is 
responsible for his abandoning the drive. 

“I can’t get the powers that be to send in an 
application,” Eldred said. ‘‘Unless the mayor 
changes his mind, it’s a dead horse e.. And before 
he (Chalos) signs the application, he wants as- 
surances that we (Terre Haute residents) won’t have 
to pay any costs.” 

Eldred said a formal application is needed by 
Nixon representatives. He said several other cities 
have formally applied, with some offering to help 
finance the project. , 

Sid Weedman, executive director for Downtown 
Indianapolis, admitted his office has contacted li- 
brary officials. but thus far nothing has come of it. 

“At this stage. we've had some discussions with 
Nixon's people, but it’s in the very early stages,” 
Weedman said. ‘‘We’ve looked for a possible site (in 
Indianapolis). but have not found it, At this point we 
are attempting to find out if they are interested in’ 
Indianapolis and what is the criteria for obtaining 
the library.” 

Eldred believes the library would draw half a 
million visitors a year and bring in $10 million to $20 
million to the local economy. From the outset of his 
campaign. which began last March, Eldred said 
those financial considerations were at the root of his 
efforts. 
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“But.” he added, “you have to appreciate the 
mayor's position. From the beginning. the mayor has 
requested upfront exactly what the project would 
cost local taxpayers. And to get that kind of 
information from the pres people is like 
pulling teeth. - - 

“I think the mayor has made a wise choice in 
demanding to see what they. (Nixon’s represent- 
atives) are talking | about, and asking ‘Will it cost 
money?" 

Chalos. likewise. paid tribute to Eldred’s efforts to 
get the library for the city. _ 

“Were talking about tremendous financial con- 
tributions from the city” in financing the project. 
Chalos said. 

“I don't know where Indianapolis is going to get 
the money, maybe they have a wealthy benefactor, 


like the Lilly Foundation, behind it. We don't. 
‘Even if we had that kind of money I think it could 
be better used to help develop private enterprises.” 


rf to get Nixon library her 


i” a 
Chalos said if Indianapolis ‘succeeded in getting 
the library, he would “‘probably visit the place and ' 

listen to the (White House) tapes.” 
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Businessman sad 
city misses library 


By Donna Christenberry 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


While he could very well say ‘‘I 
told you so’’ to city and county 
officials, local businessman Rich- 
ard Eldred takes the decision to 
locate the Richard Nixon library in 
San Clemente, Calif., with good 
humor. 

“I'm not totally surprised. I did 
know California was their (the Nix- 
on Foundation’s) first choice and 
they had in mind a site overlooking 
the Pacific. I knew some details of 
the selection process, but I couldn’t 
reveal them.” 

In the spring of 1982, Eldred had 
tried to get local officials interested 
in having the library here as a 
tourist attraction, but the project 
received “underwhelming” support 
from the city and county. Mayor P. 
Pete Chalos, for example, ex- 
pressed concern that locating the 
library here would create negative 
publicity for the community as a 
result of Nixon’s resignation from 
office in 1974. 

That feeling was shared by of- 
ficials in other parts of the country. 
Duke University, Nixon’s alma 
mater, turned down the idea in 1981 
after opposition from its faculty. 
Independence, Mo., which briefly 
expressed interest in becoming the 
only city with two presidential li- 
braries, decided not to associate 
itself with Nixon’s notoriety. 

“I still feel Terre Haute or Indi- 
anapolis (another contender) had a 
legitimate chance,’ said Eldred, 
who conducted talks with John C; 


Whitaker, the man in charge of site 
selection for the Nixon Foundation. 
“But I couldn’t get a letter of 
inquiry for the foundation on a city 
or county letterhead. 

Eldred said before the mayor 
would commit the city he wanted 
some questions answered from the 
Nixon people, including specific de- 
tails about what the project would 
cost local taxpayers. 

“I’m pleased to see the facts and 
figures San Clemente officials are 
quoting are the same I quoted a year 
ago and which some local officials 
wouldn’t believe.” 

Terre Haute gradually fell behind 
as other cities actively pursued the 
project. 

Eldred said he believes once fig- 
ures appeared about tourism and 
the possible revenue a presidential 
library could mean to a community, 
other cities were desirous of having 
the library. 

“I’m very pleased the Nixon li- 
brary is getting started, though I’m 
disappointed it will not be in Terre 
Haute,” he said. 

San Clemente was Nixon’s retreat 
from Washington, D.C., during his 
term as president. The mayor there 
said they hope the library will serve 
as a focus for tourism. 


The library will be built with = 


private funds raised by the Richard 
M. Nixon Archives Foundation. For- 
ty million pages of documents and 
4,000 hours of audio tapes from 
Nixon’s administration are being 
processed by the National Archives, 
which assumes the cost of operating 
presidential libraries at taxpayer 
expense. i 
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Oklahoma 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Terre Haute businessman 
Richard Eldred has for some months been seeking 
to bring the Nixon library to the banks of the 
Wabash. But Terre Haute is not alone in the quest 
as the following story details. 


By PETER LARSON 
(c) 1982, Dallas Times Herald 

His limousine was heading toward Oklahoma 
City two years ago when former President Richard 
Nixon ordered a sudden detour. 

“Take me to Stillwater,” Nixon said. 

The limousine story is only one reason why 
residents of Stillwater. Okla., hope their city will 
be chosen as the site of Nixon's presidential 
library. 

“It may be a long shot, but I think our chances 
are good, if not excellent.” said Roscoe Rouse, 
dean of library services at Oklahoma State Univer- 
sity in Stillwater. 

Seven sites. including Stillwater, are competing 
for the 42 million documents and 880 cassette tapes 
that chronicle Nixon’s six years in the White House. 
Nixon aides involved in selecting the library site 
say that a final decision will probably be made in 
1983 and that Stillwater is in the running. 

However, some residents of Stillwater think they 
may have an edge on the competition. 

During the final months of his embattled presi- 
dency, Nixon received a tumultuous welcome at 
Oklahoma State’s commencement ceremony. Stu- 
dent protestors were barred. 

“He was highly elated by the reaction,’’ said 
former mayor C.W. Thomas, who heads 
Stillwater’s presidential library committee and 
who was among those relating the anecdote about 
Nixon's unscheduled visit to the town in 1981. 
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Nixon came to Stillwater after attending a 
reception for Oklahoma Republican Sen. Henry 
Bellmon. On his way back to the airport, Nixon 
made a 15-mile detour to visit the OSU campus. 

“That night in Oklahoma seemed to rejuvenate 


him.” said Bellmon. who directed Nixon’s national 


campaign in 1967-68. “‘Nixon always has had a 
warm spot in his heart for Oklahoma.” 

The Nixon Library would cost at least $12 million 
and require about 12 acres of land. The project 
would be privately funded. then deeded to the 
federal government. 

A Stillwater developer has volunteered to donate 

the land, and library backers say they would have 
no trouble raising $12 million needed for construc- 
tion. 
The university has not endorsed the proposal yet, 
but the OSU student government recently voted 
30-4 jn favor of building the library on campus. The 
four dissenting votes were cast by feminists. 

“They had bad feelings about Nixon because of 
the women’s rights issue,” said Rouse. “I think 
they'd change their minds if the vote was held 
again.” ' 

Most of Stillwater’s 40,000 residents are Demo- 
crats. but the town’s boosterism runs deeper than 
party loyalty. The Nixon library could attract more 
than 200,000 sightseers, say supporters. and make 
Stillwater a center for political scholars. 

The LBJ Library in Austin drew 368.000 visitors 
last year, and the John F. Kennedy Library in 
Boston, Mass., drew more than 318.000. Only the 
Herbert Hoover Library in West Branch, Iowa, 
attracted fewer than 100,000 visitors. 

‘I’m a lifelong Democrat, but anything that’s 
good for Stillwater is fine with me.” said Robert 
Donaldson, who pledged land to build the library. 
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The library site will be selected. by Nixon 
himself, probably in 1983, said John Whitaker. a 
former Nixon staffer who is supervising site 
selection. f 

Seven sites in three states are being considered. 
he said. Although presidential libraries tradi- 
tionally have been built in a president's home state, 
Nixon is not committed to building in California. he 
said. Whitaker refused to specifically identify the 
proposed sites. : 

“Oklahoma has not been ruled out,” Whitaker 
said. 

However, Bellmon noted the competition is 
“fairly sharp.” 

Nixon is seeking a site that will accept his 
memorabilia along with the documents. Some 
schools are reluctant to erect a “Nixon shrine.” 
however. 9 f 

Although he would. prefer having Nixon’s 
archives without his artfacts. Rouse is agreeable to 
a package deal. l 

“As a librarian, I’m not interested in building a 
monument to President Nixon,’’ he said. “We 
should separate our. strong feelings from the 
opportunity for a major research resource.”’ 

A proposed Nixon Library provoked sharp 
criticism at Duke University, where Nixon at- 
tended law school. ‘ 


“They blew it,” Rouse says. ‘They were very 
foolish not to take it. If they had behaved them- 
selves, they would have had it.” 

Stillwater is determined not to make the same 
mistake. 


“We haven’t found any organized oppositon yet,” 
Thomas said. “We don’t want to go into this thing 
unprepared.” f i 
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By Christi A. Booher 
The Woods Staff Writer 
If Rick Eldred’s dream materializes people may start 
taking Terre Haute more seriously. 

Eldred, an area native who runs the local Mayflower 
Moving office is positive Terre Haute is the place for the 
Nixon Library to call home. Eldred’s vision of the Nixon 
library sitting on the banks of the Wabash River was born 
when he heard the city of Independence, Mo. (location of 
the Harry Truman Library) after being approached as a 
possible location, did not want the library. Residents of 
Independence were adamant that their town was not the 
place for the library named after the nation’s most 
controversial president. 

Discussing a possible location with friends 
(Leavenworth, Ky. was the No. 1 choice), Eldred 
questioned ‘‘Why not Terre Haute?” The joke became 
serious when Eldred realized the economic benefits to 
the comminity if the library were located here, 
especially since there is no cost to the city. 

His interest piqued, Eldred took it upon himself to 
gather information on the procedure for getting a library 
built and soon set the wheels in motion. 

Eldred first contacted Terre Haute Mayor Pete Chalos 
to present his idea. Chalos was unavailable at the time so 
Eldred started up the ladder. After phoning 
Congressman John Myers’ office, Senator Richard 
Lugar’s office and the Terre Haute Chamber of 
Commerce and finding no one available, Eldred gave up 
and went straight to the top. He phoned Nixon’s New 
York office, only to be told Nixon was unavailable 
because he was overseas. Eldred was, however, referred 
to Stan Mortenson, Nixon’s attorney. 

Mortenson provided the information needed and armed 
with this Eldred contacted the Chamber of Commerce 
and the mayor’s office again. Stressing the financial 
gains possible for the city Eldred persuaded Chalos and 
approval to pursue the idea was given. 

Eldred then contacted local newspapers and made 
known the benefits of having the library built here. 
Response on the part of area residents was gauged by a 
coupon sent out. With approximately 100 responses, the 
percentage was two-thirds in favor with the remaining 
one-third opposed. Comments from those opposing it 
expressed fear of tax increase and dislike of Nixon. Some 
felt Terre Haute has a bad image already and it shouldn’t 
be compounded by the addition of the library. 

Opposition did not stop Eldred and his pursuit 
continues although the chances of getting the library are 
unknown. With the process started Eldred has 
accomplished several of . the necessary details. 
Interestingly enough, knowledge of Eldred’s interest in 
having the library located in Terre Haute spread 
nationwide the same day it was released to local 
newspapers. Channel 10, the local CBS affiliate, ran a 30- 
second spot on the news the evening after it appeared in 
the paper. Eldred found himself somewhat of a celebrity, 
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giving interviews to a reporter from the Associated 
Press, United Press International, ABC, NBC, and news 
stations in the state including Indianapolis and Fort 
Wayne. 

One of the reasons for the interest was since there had 
been rejection on the part of cities approached, it seemed 
odd for someone to actually ask for it. Also, the idea of 
one man pursuing it solely for the betterment of his 
community was a story in itself. Eldred’s reason for 
doing the job alone is to alleviate time-consuming 
meetings that would be involved if the work were done by 
a committee. 


For Terre Haute: Nixon then, 
Nixon now? 


Eldred has, in his work on the library, acquired an 
impressive collection of material about Presidential 
libraries and the Nixon Library in particular as well as 
the process involved in vying to be the location of a 
Presidential library. 

One of the first pieces of material he received was a 
brochure about Presidential libraries which gives 
specific details about maintainance by the government, 
number of persons employed, cost of construction, entire 
budget for all libraries and other information. 

To have a more clearly defined plan, Eldred contacted 
the University of Michigan (location of the Gerald Ford 
Library) and obtained from the committee responsible 
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for getting the Ford Library placed there copies of all the 
paperwork involved in the process. This has speeded his 
work and since receiving the information Eldred has 
even gone so far as approaching Indiana State University 
about having the library built on their property. ISU 
owns acreage along the Wabash River and there is the 
possibility that this could be used for the library. 
Currently there are no plans for the land and the 
University lacks funds to improve it. ISU President 
Richard Landini and the Board of Trustees support 
Eldred’s proposition, but so`far have been unable to give 
him any written guarantee. This is the key in obtaining 
the library according to Eldred, and as soon as he 
receives a guarantee a letter will be sent stating the City 
of Terre Haute is interested in having the Nixon Library 
placed here. The letter must be on official letterhead of 


| either the mayor’s office or some other state affiliated 


office such as ISU, in this case. This letter should also 
state what the city has to offer the library if it is chosen 
as the site. 

This is one of Eldred’s main selling points. He has been 
quick to point out that Terre Haute has a good highway 
system which would be necessary for those traveling to 
the library. Also, Terre Haute is a city with a history as 
far as politicians go. and Eldred notes that several have 
campaigned here including Nixon himself. Another pius 
for the city is its central location. If the library were 
built here it would be able to serve Illinois as well as 
Indiana and Eldred has found that 45 percent of the 
nation’s population live within a 500 mile radius of Terre 


, Haute. This makes the library easily accessable to a 
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large number of people and definitely more so than 
another location in the running: California (which is 
rumored tobe the number one choice). 

Although he has met with reluctance on the part of the 
mayor to draft the request letter, Eldred thinks the 
community supports the idea. Eldred has stressed the 
economic benefits which would come from the 
anticipated 500,000 tourists each year. It is estimated 
each tourist would spend $30 while here to visit the 
library. This does not include the probable increase in 
restaurant sales, hotels, motels, entertainment costs and 
other services. 

Why would so many people travel and spend money to 
see the Nixon Library? ‘‘He’s newsworthy,” says 
Eldred. Nixon is a man whose political career includes 
the offices of Congressman, Vice-President, and 
President. Even today Nixon’s activities are noted by the 
media worldwide. 

Do all these thing make for a strong case to have the 
Nixon Library located in Terre Haute? According to Rick 
Eldred there’s no better place and as soon as the ongoing 
lawsuits of Richard Nixon are settled and his second 
book published (due out this fall) Eldred has future plans 
to attend groundbreaking ceremonies for the Nixon 
Library. And where will these be? “Why not Terre 
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Library location unknown 


S JAN 1 OB MARTIN JASICKI 
Staff Writer 

Anywhere from seven to 25 communities — includ- 
ing Terre Haute — are still in the running, but 
officials remain closed-lipped about just where to put 
the Richard M. Nixon presidential library and 
museum. 

Finding the proper location for Nixon’s presidential 
belongings — such as the celebrated White House 
tapes and other controversial memoribilia — has 
been a longtime goal of Nixon aides, who have 
adopted a firm ‘‘non-committal’’ stance about where 
to put the library. 

A report last month indicated the list of sites still 
being considered was trimmed to seven in three 
states,’ but officials steadfastly refuse to identify 
those sites. Nicholas Ruwe, who is in charge of the 
search committee for the Nixon Library, reportedly 
said there were more sites being considered, possibly 
20 to 25. Ruwe was on vacation until Friday and could 
not be reached for comment. 

Regardless, the lack of commitment by Nixon and 
his aides is creating a sense of ambivalence for 
Richard Eldred, a local businessman who has for 
almost a year been spearheading a drive to get the 
archives located here. 

Eldred has remained optimistic that the library 
will be located in Terre Haute, but he and others, 
would like nothing better to know if Terre Haute has 
a legitimate chance to be the site of the repository. 

“As long as they (Nixon’s aides) don’t count us out, 
I'll continue to pursue it,” Eldred said. 

His efforts, which began unceremoniously last 
March, have received support from local officials 
who agree that the library could be a potential boon 
to the local economy. 

Chamber of Commerce president Ross Hedges said 
his office is ‘‘following the lead of Mr. Eldred” in 
trying to get the library located here. 

‘‘We feel the library would create jobs for the area 
and be an asset. We have made it clear that we’re 
interested in the library,” Hedges said. ‘‘Our stance 
now is to follow Rick’s lead and assure the Nixon 
people we are interested.” 

Following Eldred’s lead is also the stance of State 
Sen. William Dunbar, R-38th, who is proposing a 
statewide bill intended to show the search committee 
“that Indiana wants the library.” 

Dunbar said he is now trying to encourage support 
from other areas of the state so that officials ‘‘will 
realize we as a state are interested. Then, it will be 
up to individual communities to present reasons for 
locating in those communities. 

“I think we (Terre Haute) would have the best 
chance based on our geographical location, ac- 
cessibility by highways, and the fact that three 
colleges are located here,” Dunbar said. 

“We want to get state, city and county govern- 
ments to come out and say we want it here,” Eldred 
said, adding that a state resolution would make 
Indiana the first state to show its interest. 


Proponent ¢ 


By MARTIN JASICKI 
Staff Writer 

Anywhere from seven to 25 communities — including 
Terre Haute — are still in the running, but officials remain 
closed-lipped about just where to put the Richard M. Nixon 
presidential library and museum. 

Finding the proper location for Nixon’s presidential 
belongings — such as the celebrated White House tapes and 
other controversial memoribilia — has been a longtime 
goal of Nixon aides, who have adopted a firm ‘‘non- 
committal” stance about where to put the library. 

A report last month indicated the list of sites still being 
considered was trimmed to seven in three states, but 
officials steadfastly refuse to identify those sites. Nicholas 
Ruwe, who is in charge of the search committee for the 
Nixon Library, reportedly said there were more sites being 
considered, possibly 20 to 25. Ruwe was on vacation until 
Friday and could not be reached for comment. 

Regardless, the lack of commitment by Nixon and his 
aides is creating a sense of ambivalence for Richard 
Eldred, a local businessman who has for almost.a year 
been spearheading a drive to get the archives located here. 

Eldred has remained optimistic that the library will be 
located in Terre Haute, but he and others, would like 
nothing better to know if Terre Haute has a legitimate 
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“As long as they (Nixon’s aides) don’t count us out, I'll 
continue to pursue it,” Eldred said. 

His efforts, which began unceremoniously last March, 
have received support from local officials who agree that 
the library could be a potential boon to the local economy. 

Chamber of Commerce president Ross Hedges said his 
office is ‘‘following the lead of Mr. Eldred” in trying to get 
the library located here. 

“We feel the library would create jobs for the area and 
be an asset. We have made it clear that we’re interested 
in the library,’’ Hedges said. ‘‘Our stance now is to follow 
Rick’s lead and assure the Nixon people we are in- 
terested.” 

Following Eldred’s lead is also the stance of State Sen. 
William Dunbar, R-38th, who is proposing a statewide bill 
intended to show the search committee ‘‘that Indiana 
wants the library.” 

Dunbar said he is now trying to encourage support from 
other areas of the state so that officials ‘‘will realize we 
as a state are interested. Then, it will be up to individual 
communities to present reasons for locating in those 
communities. 

“T think we (Terre Haute) would have the best chance 
based on our geographical location, accessibility by high- 
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ways, and the fact that three colleges are located here,” 
Dunbar said. 

“We want to get state, city and county governments to 
come out and say we want it here,” Eldred said, adding 
that a state resolution would make Indiana the first state 
to show its interest. 

He noted that initial efforts to get people interested were 
almost futile — some thought it was a joke — but as they 
realized the potential economic impact they became more 
interested. 

One person not swayed by Eldred’s enthusiasm for the 
project is Mayor P. Pete Chalos. Chalos has repeatedly 
questioned the potential impact of the library, pointing a 
finger at how it will be financed. 

The library would cost at least $12 million and require 
about 12 acres of land, according to published reports. 
Furthermore, the project would be privately funded, then 
deeded to the federal government. 

“Pm not trying to throw cold water on Mr. Eldred’s 
proposal,” Chalos said, ‘‘but frankly I think we have a lot 
higher priorities.” 

Chalos said efforts by Grand Rapids, Mich., residents to 
get the Gerald Ford Library located there were costly, 
noting that citizens were asked to pay approximately $4 
million for clearing an area dowtown and for building 
roads to and from the library. 

Furthermore, Chalos said he doubted that Terre Haute 
citizens, together with national doners, could raise enough 
money to finance the project. 

Nevertheless, Eldred, Hodges, Dunbar and others are 
convinced that Terre Hauteans could finance the project 
and in so doing, attract up to half a million visitors a year. 
Those visitors, they say, would bring millions of dollars 
into the economy in hotel, shopping, restaurant, and 
gasoline business. 


The LBJ Library in Austin, Texas, drew 368,000 visitors 
last year, and the John F. Kennedy Library in Boston drew 
more than 318,000. Based on the controversy of Nixon, 
more visitors are expected to view his 42 million docu- 
ments and 880 cassette tapes that chronicle his six years 
in the White House. 


Eldred admitted he’d like to get more support for the 
project. 

“We have to show a legitimacy that we're serious about 
wanting the library here,” he said. “We have forces behind 
it but it’s difficult to get in black and white. 

“In talking to Nixon’s aides, I feel a location in the 
Midwest is very, very likely because in his presidency 
Nixon felt he represented mid-America.”’ 
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By MARTIN JASICKI 
Tribune Staff Writer 

When a local businessman first 
suggested Terre Haute be considered 
a possible site for the Richard M. 
Nixon Library, he was afraid people 
would laugh him out of town. 
' But when area residents began to 
realize that the library could bring 
$20 million a year to the community, 
they began to take Richard Eldred 
more seriously. 
* Eldred, president of Quality Mov- 
ing and Storage Co., last month began 
toying with the possibility of having 
Terre Haute serve as host for the 
important papers of the controversial 
resident. The idea started half-seri- 
ously, he said, but when he began 
researching the potential economic 
impact to the community, his efforts 
became more diligent. 
1 In comparing revenue that other 
Host cities receive for having presi- 
dential libraries (such as Boston, 
Austin, Texas, and Independence, 
Mo., homes of the John F. Kennedy, 
Lyndon B. Johnson and Harry S 
Truman libraries, respectively), 
Eldred estimated the Nixon Library 
could earn $20 million for a communi- 
ty (based on projected costs for con- 
sumer goods, gasoline and lodging). 
t Since the Nixon people have yet to 
make an official comment on where 
the library will be located, Eldred 
wrote a letter and made several calls 
to Nixon’s attorney/library spokes- 
man, Stan Mortonson, about Terre 
Haute’s chances of becoming the 
home of Nixon’s papers. 


i Eldred said that as a result of a 


story printed in the Tribune (April 
15), other cities have ‘‘written in to 
see what it would take to get the 
library. Independence and Duke Uni- 
versity have apparently reconsidered 
(the possibility of hosting the library) 
when they got wind of the revenue 
involved.” Earlier, Associated Press 
reported that leaders in Independence 
and Durham, N.C., rejected pro- 
posals to attract library officials to 
their communities. 

Although reports indicate the gov- 
ernment may pay a part of the money 
needed to finance construction of the 
Nixon library, some cities have now 
become so enthused that they report 
they are willing to float bond issues to 
finance total project on their own, 
Eldred said. 

“But waving money in front of 
(Nixon and the library location com- 
mittee) isn’t enough,” he added. 
“The committee says the community 
has to be behind it all the way.” 

Regarding the chances of Terre 
Haute serving as host to the library, 
an optimistic Eldred noted: ‘‘They’re 
still accepting my calls.” 

Mayor P. Pete Chalos has showed 
little enthusiasm for the project but 
other local leaders are taking the 
“suggestion” more seriously. 

Ross Hedges, president of the 
Terre Haute Area Chamber of Com- 
merce, has expressed suppan for the 
idea. 

“It’s interesting how ine nation 
caught the (April 15) blurb,” Hedges 
said. “Prior to my last discussion 
with Mr. Eldred we had a wait-and- 


see attitude. Now, since we have not 
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heard a great amount of negative 
reaction from the community, our 
position will be one of studying the 
possiblity more closely.” 

Hedges said his office has written a 
letter to Nixon asking for criteria of 
“what needs to be done” by a city 
seeking to host the library. 

Eldred said he met with Hedges 
Wednesday to further discuss the 
issue and to assess how the communi- 
ty feels about the proposal. 

Earlier, Chalos indicated he would 
not support a move to obtain the 
library. ‘‘I don’t know if we would 
need the public controversy as- 
sociated with Nixon,” he said. 

Nevertheless, both Hedges and 
Eldred claim the Democratic mayor 
is avoiding the issue to “protect 
himself” politically. 

“Publicly the mayor has to be a bit 
negative on the subject,” Hedges 
said. “But if the public wants it (the 
library), he is one to go along with the 
wishes of the community.” 

Eldred and Hedges justify having 
Terre Haute serve as the library site 
because it is geographically central 
to a network of Midwestern colleges, 
is easily accessible by highways, and 
that Nixon’s mother once lived .in 


` Indiana. 


Gale. Christianson, history pro- 
fessor at Indiana State University, 


‘has been an avid supporter of the 
‘proposal, saying it would provide an 


important educational tool. 

“It would be a tremendous re- 
source to the university,” he said. “It 
would bring in tourists and scholars 
from all over the world. 
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“Whatever anybody thinks of Nix- 
on, history will judge him. After a 
generation, Watergate will be for- 
gotten.” 

From an economic standpoint, 
Christianson said the library would 
employ a number of local residents 
for maintenance and construction, as 
well as attracting tourists. 

“It would add tremendously to our 
culture and intellectual community,” 
he said. “Imagine having the 
(Eugene V.) Debs Home and Nixon 
Library in the same town... That 
strikes me as being a real asset to the 
community.” 

Furthermore, Christianson pre- 
dicted that due to Nixon’s con- 
troversial image, the library would 
draw up to a million visitors a year. 
“Those people will aid the local econ- 
omy by making some kind of 
purchase, whether gas, food or hotel 
rooms,” he said. 

The history professor added that 
one’s political views about Nixon 
Should not transcend the fact the 
library will be built. 

“The wrong way of looking at it is 


to try to deny a place for the (Nixon) 
papers. You can call me a liberal 
Democrat if you want... I never 
supported Nixon, but that doesn’t 
cause me to oppose having the library 
built here. 

“I would hope the mayor would 
take the broader view and look at this 
from a historical angle. I realize he 
has to take into account political 
considerations, but I think Democrats 


and Republicans alike can see the: 


importance of this,’’ Christianson 
said. 


Chalos’ position notwithstanding, 
Eldred claims the response to his 
proposal has been 99 percent positive. 

“So far, of all the people I have 
talked to about this, only one person, 
a woman from Fort Wayne, has 
voiced negativism regarding the idea 
that Terre Haute host the library. 
And that was because she didn’t like 
Nixon. 

“I’ve never stopped to think of my 
own personal viewpoints of Nixon,” 
Eldred added. “I'm just looking at 
this thing from the financial angle.” 
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Nixon Library for Terre Haute? 
Does it make sense to you? — 


The Richard M. Nixon Library in Terre Haute? 

Why not? 

Terre Haute businessman Richard Eldred has come forward with the 
idea, and we're convinced it’s worth pursuing for two reasons that speak 
loudly: dollars and cents, and educational enrichment. 

First, the library would bring thousands of visitors to town each year. 
Those visitors would bring millions of new dollars with thern to be spent 
here for lodging, meals, entertainment and shopping. 

Locating the library near the downtown makes the most sense— 
there's plenty of open space available for construction sites and perhaps 
such an attraction would be the spark we need to revitalize downtown. 

Second, the library would enhance the area’s stature as a regional 
scholarly research center. That is not, however, to suggest that the 
library be connected with Indiana State University in any way other than 
physical proximity of the downtown. But it is to suggest that Terre 
Haute can further capitalize. on the presence of ISU, Rose-Hulman, St. 
Mary-of-the-Woods and Ivy Tech. 

Terre Haute is a logical choice for two other reasons, one practical 
and one sentimental: it is centrally located to midwestern population 
centers from which researchers would emanate, and Indiana is Nixon’s 
mother’s home. 

No matter one’s feelings about Nixon, his years in office were full of 
history and intrigue that scholars will long want to research—the 
opening of relations with Communist China, the Vietnam war, Water- 
gate. Ail of the former president’s papers and the Watergate tapes would 
be housed in such a library. This would be THE Nixon presidential 
library not just A Nixon library. 


The key to obtaining the library, Eldred believes, is whether Terre 
Haute—the people—want it here. At least two other communities have 
made it clear they do not want the library and, by that attitude, have 
eliminated themselves from consideration. 

So Eldred needs to know if he has community support before he 
procedes with the matter. Initial response from local civic and business 
leaders has been nearly all positive, Eldred believes. But he wants to 
know what you think. 

To help him learn that, we’re publishing below a one-question form for 
your consideration. Please return it to Eldred at the address below by 
May 31. We’ll report the results in this space in early June. 


what do you think? 


Should Terre Haute pursue the idea of bringing the Nixon Library to 
town? Yes---- No---- 


Add here any comments you wish to make: 


Your name (optional): 

Your address (optional): 

Return by May 31 to: Terre Haute Committee for the Richard M. Nixon 
Library P.O. Box 3100 Nixon Terre Haute, Ind., 47803 


